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Not  Philosophy  But  Christ


Lesson Text:        Colossians 2:8-10                        

In Colossians Paul warns the Saints to beware of „philosophy and vain deceit“ through which they could become spoiled  (Griech. sulagogeo – to lead away as booty).  Paul was not against philosophy in general, but a particular philosophy, that referred to Mosaic institutions, and human traditions of the Jews. Paul’s success against popular philosophies of his day  ( Acts 17:17, 18 and verse 34 ), was due to the fact that he used the „treasures of wisdom and knowledge“ ( Col. 2:2-3 ) Christ the wisdom of God, Christ the power of God  ( 1.Cor. 1:24 ).

  I. BEWARE.      
                                                                                                                           Col. 2:8

A. See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy.

1. Keep (guard) what has been entrusted to your care, the Gospel.                                                              1.Tim. 6:20 
2. Guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                  1.Tim. 1:14
    a.    study your Bible daily                                                                                                                            2.Tim. 2:15

b. meditate on what you have read

c. always ask the Lord to give you understanding                                                                                       Eph. 5:17
d. don’t listen to everything ! Only listen to sound preaching, teaching, and that which leads to          1.Cor. 15:33
edification

e. watch what you say                                                                                                                                  Eph. 4:29
    B. These vain philosophies depend on human traditions and basic principals of this world. 
1. The basic principals of this world are false, worldly, religious, elementary teachings.                              Gal. 4:3,9
2. Paul was counteracting the Colossians heresy, which in part taught that for salvation one needed 
to combine faith in Christ with secret knowledge and man-made regulations.                                     1.Cor. 2:6-10
3. False doctrines originate from Satan.                                                                                                          1.Tim. 4:1  
C. Depend on Christ instead of man’s (Satan’s) doctrines.

1.  Always compare any teaching and preaching you are not familiar with against the word.                             Acts 17:11
2.  If what has been said agrees with the Bible accept it. If it does not, reject it.

 II.  CHRIST,  THE  FULLNESS  OF  THE  GODHEAD  IN  BODILY  FORM
    A.  
Paul’s point is that the incarnation, the taking of „bodily“ form by God, was and is the „solid reality“ 

in which were fulfilled all earlier prophesies that God would dwell with His people.                                         Jes. 7:14
    B. 
 „DWELLETH“ --- a permanent residence. This means that in Christ, the fullness of deity resides 

permanently, even now in His glorified state. 

III.  WE  ARE  COMPLETE  IN  CHRIST                                                                                   Col: 2:10

 A.  The meaning is that because Christ is fully God and really man, we, in union with Him, „are made full“. 

We share his fullness.

B. „We are made full“, does not mean that the perfection of Christ is transfused into us. But that there is in 

Him power from which  may be filled. that nothing be wanting in us spiritually.                                                 Phil. 4:19
C. Paul declares that the Christian is complete in Christ. This completeness includes the putting off of the

 sinful nature, resurrection from spiritual death, forgiveness, and deliverance from legalistic requirements,

 and from evil spirits (V. 11-15)                                                                                                                              
D. Whatever powers there my be in the universe, whatever ranks and orders of authority and government, 

they all owe their being to Christ.                                                                                                                             Col 1:16
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MEMORY VERSE:  1. Corinthians 1:24


But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.   








